An Oakland Unified School Board “Student Power” Resolution to

Strengthen and Expand Student Leadership Opportunities

Resolution written by Oakland Kids First – May, 2003

Resolution was presented to the School Board by the students but a State take-over of the district in June, 2003 – meant the Board was never able to vote on it. We continued this work through the ODB Coalition.

WHEREAS, academic and community experts have identified the development of strong student leaders as paramount to overall student success and to the successful implementation of school reform efforts;
WHEREAS, on September 22, 1999, interim Superintendent George Musgrove established the Oakland Unified School District Youth Leadership Steering Committee to bring together Activities Directors, community-based organizations, and principals to “develop an outline of a year-long youth leadership curriculum to be implemented in Leadership class, explore ways to strengthen the network of student leaders on campuses, and diversify participation in student government”;

WHEREAS, in January 2000, the Youth Leadership Steering Committee members reported that the district must “ensure that opportunities for leadership development and decision-making are offered to many types of students” and that the district should “pass a board policy on what kinds of decision-making students should be involved in…and set in place requirements for all schools to have a representative student government”; 

WHEREAS, in March 2000, Superintendent Dennis Chaconas gave approval to implement the Youth Leadership Steering Committee’s proposed short-term work plan for “developing representative student leaders, teaching official and unofficial leaders to work together, and developing a core set of curriculum standards for existing high school leadership classes”;

WHEREAS, the Oakland Unified School District established the Youth Leadership Coordinator position and created the infrastructure to support student leadership throughout the district;

WHEREAS, despite these commitments, in May 2003, 62% of 1,000 students surveyed in the Kids First/REAL HARD Student Voices Count report had never been asked their opinion of how to improve their schools by their Student Councils and over 75% of students surveyed wanted to have more of a say on issues directly impacting their education like school safety and security, teacher quality and classes and extra-curricular activities;

WHEREAS, there still remains a great need to promote a strong sense of school involvement among the broader student population in order to increase student participation in improving the quality of their education;

WHEREAS, the Oakland Board of Education holds the responsibility for ensuring its visionary commitment to cultivating student leadership is fully implemented and realized;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that no later than October 1, 2003, the Board of Education of the Oakland Unified School District will implement district-wide measures to separate, revise, and standardize the expectations of Student Councils, leadership classes, and Activity Directors on each high school campus.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no later than August 15, 2003, the Board will expand the purview and authority of Student Councils to represent and negotiate the resolution of concerns that affect the overall student body to Site Administrators in regularly-scheduled meetings and require Student Councils be comprised of elected student representatives reflective of the diverse interests of the student body.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no later than August 15, 2003, the Board will require that each high school’s Student Council have a core leadership curriculum, expanded leadership opportunities, access to supplies, funds, and facilities, and support to turn ideas into school-wide policies and actions with the explicit goal of creating the necessary structures for representative student governance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that no later than August 15, 2003, the Board will mandate a minimum of one open forum meeting of the student body be held on each high school campus each semester for the general student body to raise issues, problems, and suggestions for school improvement, and that the Student Council will be responsible for communicating their progress on the issues raised in the forums to the student body through regular announcements, the school newspaper and bulletins, and special reports.

